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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-12 are, drawn to handling transition in groups of services via a 
proxy, classified in class 719, subclass 330. 

II. Claims 13-26 are, drawn to intercepting and storing commands during 
transition of services via a proxy, classified in class 719, subclass 312. 

III. Claims 27-36 are, drawn to switching group modes via group agents, 
classified in class 719, subclass 317. 

IV. Claims 37-44 are, drawn to sending commands from an initial group of 
services to an outside group of services, classified in class 719, subclass 
313. 

V. Claims 45-54 are, drawn to testing a new service in parallel with the old 
service, classified in class 717, subclass 170. 

VI. Claims 55-62 are, drawn to bundling and grouping services having group 
modes between different clients via a grouping agent, classified in class 
717, subclass 174. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions Group I, Group II, Group III, Group IV, Group V and Group VI are 
related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single combination. The 
subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately usable. 
In the instant case, inventions Group l-VI have separate utility such as intercepting and 
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storing commands during the transition, switching group modes via group agents, 
sending commands between an internal and external group, testing new services in 
parallel with the old services, and bundling and grouping services having group modes 
between different clients via a grouping agent. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, different 
search, and recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes 
as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Stuart Rudoler on 5/21/04 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-12. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 13-62 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 

CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 



Specification 

5. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
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disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
COLYER (U.S. Patent 5,903,725). 

As to claim 1 , COLYER teaches a method of handling a transition in a group of 
services (ser malfunction and rebooted) in a distributed computing application (col. 3, 
line 42 - col. 4, line 53) comprising the steps of: determining the need for the transition 
(via server malfunction and subsequent contact to all of this clients / via a method call 
using the invalid proxy returning an exception); determining a correct group proxy shell 
(proxy 455) and service proxies (alternative proxies 457) for the transitioned group (new 
services due to server malfunction); and updating a group proxy (proxy 449), the group 
proxy being associated with a client (client application) that calls the group, so that the 
group proxy contains the correct group proxy shell (proxy 455) and service proxies 
(alternative proxy 457) (fig. 8 and 9; col. 13, line 5 - col. 14, line 27). It would be 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that since the proxy object 449 comprises the 
proxy 455 and alternative proxy 457 that the proxy object is a proxy group. 

As to claim 2, COLYER teaches the transition is a fail-over from one service to 
another service (server malfunction therefore proxies need to be updated with correct 
information) within the group or the removal of a service from the group (client does not 
need the third proxy) (col. 13, line 5 - col. 14, line 27). 

As to claim 3, COLYER teaches a plurality of clients (client applications) that call 
the group (proxy 449), each client having its own instance of the group proxy associated 
with it, and the updating is performed for the group proxy of each client that calls the 
transitioning group (col. 7, line 52 - col. 8, line 1 1 ). 

As to claim 4, COLYER teaches the step of updating the group proxy (proxy 449) 
is comprised of deleting at least one service proxy or swapping a group proxy shell (col. 
13, line 5 -col. 14, line 27). 

As to claim 5, COLYER teaches the group is a coordinator cohort group (via 
controls access to the server object) (col. 13, line 5 - col. 14, line 27). 

As to claim 6, COLER teaches the steps of: deregistering the group (proxy 
object) from a lookup service (via remove proxy object); and after the transition is 
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complete, registering the group, along with the updated group proxy, with the lookup 
service (refresh proxy object) (col. 10, line 36 - col. 1 1 , line 7). 

As to claims 7-12, reference is made to a computer readable medium that 
corresponds to the method of claims 1-6 and is therefore met by the rejection to claims 
1 -6 above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0439. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




